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Symposium Agenda

Changing the World One Conversation at a Time ~ Katherine L. Schlick Noe

Discussion: Guiding Peer Collaboration ~ Manon Hébert

Writing: Exploring a Deeper Level of Understanding ~ Cindy Flegenheimer

Assessment:  Applying Responsive Feedback ~ Barry Hoonan

Great Books: Inspiring Students from Conversation to Action~ Janine A. King

Summary:  Reaching Hearts and Minds ~ Katherine L. Schlick Noe

Professional Books on Middle School Literature Circles


• Literature Circles in Middle School: One Teacher’s Journey by Bonnie Campbell Hill, Katherine L. Schlick Noe, and Janine A. King (Christopher-Gordon, booth #1919) (http://www.litcircles.org/LCMSblurb.html).  Includes a CD-ROM with database of over 750 young adult titles searchable by reading level, genre, theme, time period.

• Mini-Lessons for Literature Circles by Harvey Daniels and Nancy Steineke (Heinemann, booth # 219)  http://www.heinemann.com/shared/products/E00702.asp.  Sample chapter with great suggestions for mini-lessons to guide students as they learn to carry on meaningful discussions about text.

Web Sites for Literature Circles

•  Literature Circles Resource Center  http://www.litcircles.org

Developed by Katherine Schlick Noe of Seattle University to provide online access to information for elementary and middle school teachers.


• Literature Circles: Dzantik'i Heeni Middle School, Juneau, Alaska http://litsite.alaska.edu/uaa/workbooks/circlereading.html. Another highly detailed site developed by language arts and social studies teacher, Janet Lopez.

•  Literacy Matters  http://www.literacymatters.org/teachers/index.htm
Well-organized, highly informative collection of resources for middle school and high school teachers by the Educational Development Center, Newton, MA. The site includes many resources related to literature circles. The easiest way to find them all is to enter "literature circles" in the Search engine. Example: "Response Strategies Using Discussion" http://www.literacymatters.org/adlit/response/discussion.htm

•  Literature Circles Extension Projects http://comsewogue.org/~ssilverman/litcircles/index.htm
Susan Silverman's collaborative Internet project showcases Literature Circle Extension Projects created by students of all ages.  Susan, a retired teacher from Comsewogue School District, works as an independent educational consultant and adjunct professor at the New York Institute of Technology.

•  Themed Literature Units   http://fac-staff.seattleu.edu/kschlnoe/web/TLU/TLU.html
Developed by Katherine L. Schlick Noe, Ph.D. of Seattle University. Book units organized by theme and grade level.

• 
Database of Award-Winning Children’s Literature http://www.dawcl.com

Developed by librarian, Lisa Bartle, this exceptional site compiles books that have won major children’s and young adult literature awards. You can search by a wide array of criteria, including age of reader, award, gender and ethnicity of characters, time period, and keywords.


• 
Reading Rants! http://tln.lib.mi.us/~amutch/jen/

Probably the best web site targeted to a teen audience! Jennifer Hubert is a middle school librarian in New York City and has developed this site for students and teachers (but she is clear that teens are her main audience!). Her booklists are focused and creatively named -- Boy Meets Book (books of interest to boys) and Riot Girrl! (books with powerful female characters). Great site to recommend to your students


• 
Children’s Literature Web Guide http://www.ucalgary.ca/~dkbrown/

Developed by librarian David Brown, this is considered to be one of the top web sites for children’s and young adult literature. 


• 
YALSA (Young Adult Library Services Association) http://www.ala.org/ala/yalsa/yalsa.htm

Extensive site by the American Library Association.  See:  Quick Picks for Reluctant Young Adult Readers.
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 Ideas and strategies for starting the year:

· SSR – Sustained Silent Reading:  Talk about why we need to read daily.  Define what SSR means, what it looks like and sounds like with the learners.  Assess whether or not they are doing what they defined.  Yes/No.

· How do we choose a book?  Pose this problem to your class and write down their insights or strategies.  Take pictures of students using the strategies and make a ‘How to choose a book strategies’ anchor poster.

· What makes a ‘just right’ book? Define with students through demonstrations, discussions, and ‘think alouds’ how to make a decision on whether a book is ‘just right’.  Considerations: five finger rule.  Book browse and mark.  Reading Time Log with self-evaluation.

· Think aloud – This strategy is as simple as it sounds.  Your job as a teacher is to share how you are making sense of a text.  You are the model many students will hear and see work out “reader moves”.  What questions come to mind when you pick out a book or when you are first reading a text?  What do you do when you preview a text?  What do you do when you come across words you are not sure of? 

· Anchor Charts / Anchor Posters – This is a great strategy for highlighting an inquiry or a process so the readers in your class can see the construction of meaning making lies in their hands.  A few of my favorite anchor charts have been:  What do good readers do?    What are our best study strategies for remembering what we’ve read?  What do we do when we read for information?  How do we choose a book?  What does silent reading look and sound like?  What do we notice about historic fiction books and stories?

What do ACTIVE readers do when they read difficult text? 


What do you do as you read?  Here is a tricky text which will demand a lot of you as a reader.  

· Pay attention to what you do as a reader to make sense of this text.  

· Read it through by yourself and then read it over again with a partner.  

· Write down the things you noticed you did as a reader to make sense of the passage.

· Meet in a small group and choose a recorder to list all the moves or reading strategies shared.  Record on a post-it.

· A spokesperson shares the group’s strategies out loud and then places post-it on our class chart called ‘What ACTIVE readers do?’
Making Connections:

1. Continuum Stance – “Vote with your Feet”   Crow and Hawk  by Michael RosenThis strategy is wonderful for showing how information influences a reader’s understanding of a story or subject.  Readers stand in a line on a continuum of support or disagreement on an issue brought up in a story, a subject area, or a contemporary situation.  For instance, in a biology class a group of students were asked to stand on the continuum regarding their opinion of animal rights and experimentation.  By encouraging discussion, students made a case for their position.  If other students are convinced or persuaded in some way, they can move.  This strategy helps readers clarify their views, consider opposing arguments and coupled with a strong text, understand who text provide information in the shaping of opinion. (In this biology class situation, the teacher offered an alternative to dissecting frogs for the students who were against animal testing.)

(Non-fiction Class Opinionaires: Drilling in Artic, Importance of Women’s History Month. Child Labor.  Fiction “Moral Dilemma Continuum”: Cages – Peg Kehret.  Should Kit keep the secret about her stealing the bracelet from her best friend?  Crash – Jerry Spinelli.  Should Crash let Penn Web win the race?)

Making Inferences

1. Inference making through visual examples – It is the transaction between the text and the reader that meaning is made. One of my favorite strategies to help readers comprehend this dynamic meaning-making process is to have them look at political cartoons and covers of magazines and books and infer what they think is going on. It is much like taking a museum walk. The meaning comes from the experience and prior knowledge the individual brings with them applies to the art. Readers quickly learn that multiple interpretations are common.

Workshop demonstration: New Yorker magazine

2. Save the Last Word for the Artist – This is a brilliant strategy for helping kids see the power of art and how readers make multiple interpretations of the same text.  In this case, the reader is connecting the text to a fellow student’s drawing of the text.  I follow my first sketch to stretch experience by asking students to form small groups.  In groups of four to five, a student volunteers by sliding their drawing to the middle of the table.  The artist then allows for every person in the group to offer their own interpretation of the drawing.  The artist is last to share what they were thinking.  This is perhaps the best strategy I know of showing kids the power of discussion and sharing ones thinking.  It can be effectively demonstrated to the whole class by choosing a select group of students to model this process and the other students stand around observing how this strategy works.  The whole class then offers insight on the value of “saving the last word for the artist.” (Fishbowl w/ class debriefing)

BIBLIOGRAPHY:

1. Mosaic of Thought – Teaching Comprehension in a Reader’s Workshop.

Ellin Oliver Keene & Susan Zimmermann, Heinemann, 1997

2. When Kids Can’t Read, What Teachers Can Do. Kylene Beers, Heinemann, 2002.

3. Creating a Classroom for Authors and Inquirers. Short, Harste, & Burke.  Heinemann, 1998.

4. Imagining to Learn. Jeffrey Wilhelm & Brian Edmiston, Heinemann, 1998.

5. What Really Matters for Struggling Readers.  Richard Allington, Addison Wesley Longman, 2001

6. Yellow Brick Roads. Janet Allen, Stenhouse, 2000.

7. Teaching Reading in the Middle School.  Laura Robb, Scholastic, 2000.

8. Improving Comprehension with Think-Aloud Strategies. Jeffrey Wilhelm, PH.D. Scholastic, 2001.

9. Action Strategies for Deepening Comprehension. Jeffrey Wilhelm, PH.D. Scholastic, 2002.

10. Strategies That Work. Stephanie Harvey & Anne Goudvis. Stenhouse, 2000.

11. 7 Keys to Comprehension – How to Help Your Kids Read It and Get It! – Susan Zimmerman & Chryse Hutchins. Three Rivers Press. New York. 2003

12. Get A.C.T.I.V.E.: Engaging Middle School Readers with Text – Amy Goodman. Pp 15-23. Voices from the Middle, September 2003, Vol 11, Number 1. NCTE. Urbana, Illinois.

13. Reading With Meaning, Debbie Miller. Stenhouse, 2002.

CHANGING THE WORLD ONE CONVERSATION AT A TIME

Literature Circles – Written Response

Cindy Flegenheimer

The world IS rapidly changing, and our students will have a voice about both how it will change and what those changes will look like.

What is possible when students write:

· Reflection  – encourages students to go below the “surface”

· Ideas are formed in preparation for discussions 

· Thoughts are clarified following a discussion

· Honesty

· Writing skills develop – support ideas/opinions with evidence and details 

· Grapple with issues brought up in literature

*It is important for students to know the reasons we ask them to write!  It is also important that the writing we ask them to do, both the kind of writing and the amount of writing, supports genuine response and conversation.

Opportune moments for writing:

· During a class read-aloud

· Before or after a discussion

· While reading – i.e. using post-its/bookmarks

· End of book to summarize thoughts – as part of an extension project

Read Aloud:

A read aloud provides a shared experience during which the writing-thinking process can be modeled and developed.  A whole class Literature Circle provides a similar opportunity.

Journaling:

Writing, either before or after a discussion, generally in relatively short responses, provides multiple opportunities for reflection while reading a book.  Students can learn ways to interact with literature while using post-its, bookmarks, and journaling.  Journaling may include summarizing and reflecting, and may be adapted depending upon the book and curriculum.   Response may also be visual, such as in “Sketch to Stretch” or other artistic forms.

Mini-lessons:  An excellent opportunity to teach and reinforce language skills:

· Finding “heavy sentences” , quotes “packed” with meaning

· Becoming aware of  imagery in “golden lines”

· Supporting ideas using evidence and examples, including specific quotes

· Discussing literary elements
Experimenting with different forms of response

Books to Inspire Students
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Esperanza Rising  by Pam Munoz Ryan.  Blue Sky Press, 2002.

Esperanza enjoys a privileged life on a ranch in Mexico until her father is brutally murdered.  She and her mother escape to a much different life as migrant farm workers in the U.S.  Esperanza unwillingly enters a world where she is no longer a princess but a worker.  Set during the Great Depression, cultural, economic and political issues of the time are woven into the story.

Homeless Bird  by Gloria Whelan.  Harper Trophy, 2001.
Koly is struggling to survive in a male-dominated Indian society.  At thirteen she is sent away from home to live with the new groom her parents have chosen for her. The groom is sickly, and all Koly’s new in-laws wanted was the dowry.  Almost immediately she finds herself widowed and abandoned.  Through her talent for embroidery and the generosity and kindness of others, Koly learns riches are measured in happiness and personal fulfillment, not in monetary wealth.

Tangerine  by Edward Bloor.  Scholastic, Inc.  1997.
Seventh Grader Paul Fisher is legally blind as the result of a mysterious accident that occurred when he was only five year’s old.  Although he wears “Coke-bottle” glasses, his instinctual vision is quite strong enabling him to see through the antics of his menacing older brother and other residents of Tangerine County, Florida.

Tears of a Tiger  by Sharon Draper.  Aladdin, 1994.
When Robert Washington and Andy Jackson decide to celebrate the victory of their high school basketball game, they mix drinking and driving with tragic results. They are involved in a car accident and Robert does not survive.  Andy, the driver, is overcome by his feelings of guilt.  No one around him realizes the severity of his depression until in desperation he takes drastic measures.

The Heaven Shop  by Deborah Ellis.  Fitzhenry & Whitside Limited, 2004.

Binti is a self-centered and self-important girl living a fairly comfortable life in sub-Saharan Africa.  Her life is turned around when by the time she is thirteen, she loses both of her parents to AIDS.  Greedy relatives take the family assets and Binti ends up separated from her siblings.  She loses not only her belongings but her sense of self in her loneliness and grief.  
The Skin I’m In  by Sharon G. Flake.  Jump at the Sun, 2000.

Maleeka, a middle school student in a poor inner-city neighborhood, struggles with her self-image.  Rejected because of the darkness of her skin and her unstylish wardrobe, she will do just about anything to gain acceptance into the popular clique.  When Ms. Saunders, a local, powerful business woman volunteers as a teacher at Maleeka’s school,  she sets a strong example of the value of being black and bright. Despite the white birthmark covering her black face, she herself is extremely self-assured and helps Maleeka realize her own potential

Things Not Seen  by Andrew Clements. Puffin Books, 2002.
Everyone goes through phases of feeling invisible, but fifteen year-old Bobby Phillips wakes up one morning and truly is invisible.  In the quest to find a cure Bobby unravels a mystery, befriends a blind girl who doesn’t even realize he’s invisible… at first, and struggles with the fear and loneliness that comes with being unseen.   

Touching Spirit Bear  by Ben Mikaelsen.  Harper Trophy, 2001.
Cole Matthews, a child of wealthy, abusive alcoholic parents, has been getting into trouble most of his life.  When he viciously beats a classmate causing severe physical and psychological damage, he is punished by being banished to a remote Alaskan Island for a year.  His plans to escape from the island, beating the system as usual, but fails.  Instead he begins to deal with his anger and even finds a way to help his victim.

When Zachary Beaver Came to Town  by Kimberly Willis Holt. Dell Yearling, 1999.
A dull summer in a small town in Texas is transformed when Zachary Beaver, a 600-pound teenager, shows up in a trailer decked out in Christmas lights.  Two local boys, Toby and Cal, pay to see the freak show along with everyone else.  When Zachary’s manager abandons him, the boys befriend Zachary and learn much about life outside of Antler, Texas.

THE JAPANESE INTERNMENT

Journey to Topaz  by Yoshiko Uchida. Heydey Books, 1971.

The Journey Home  by Yoshiko Uchida. Aladdin, 1978.

The Invisible Thread  by Yoshiko Uchida. Harper Collins, 1995.

The Children of Topaz  by Michael O. Tunnell and George W. Chilcoat.  Holiday House, 1996.
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Belief #1: It is vital to read and write well.


Belief #2: It is vital to a learning environment that learners trade and share what they know.
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